In the last few years, there have been several new pulmonary pathology textbooks, all of which have brought their own perspective and welcome additions to this difficult area. This textbook is a new edition of Dr Katzenstein's original 1982 text. As the author points out in her preface, many things have changed since that time in both the pathology of lung disease and the publishing industry. The result of these changes is an excellent textbook that combines all new, all color images with the same concise and clear style that was present in the original edition.
Dr Katzenstein is not afraid to have her own opinion. For example, in discussing idiopathic interstitial pneumonia, she reviews the classification systems of Liebow and the American Thoracic Society and European Respiratory Society, but prefers to use her own simplified classification scheme. Similarly, when discussing pulmonary eosinophilia, she references several classification schemes, but uses her own modification of them. As a general rule, the systems that she prefers are simpler and easier to use, and I am sure many readers, like me, will also prefer the simplified schemes.
This ability to make this complicated area simpler, if not easy, is perhaps the greatest strength of this text. The other features of the text are also excellent color illustrations, excellent use of tables, good differential diagnoses, and extensive references. However, it is the style that stands out. Each year we see more and more open lung biopsies for non-neoplastic disease. The stakes in these specimens are high. Although no textbook can make interpreting theses cases easy, this text makes me believe that it is possible for a general pathologist to classify many of these cases correctly. 
Andrew Renshaw, MD

